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“REBUILDING HARMONY: 9/11 TEN YEARS ON” 

Statement 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [9.55 pm]: This evening I want to talk about a one-day seminar that 
took place as a joint project between the University of Western Australia Extension Program and the UWA 
Centre for Muslim States and Societies on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the terrorist attacks against 
the World Trade Center in New York on September 11, 2001. The seminar was titled “Rebuilding Harmony: 
9/11 Ten Years On”. It was organised by Professor Samina Yasmeen, the director of the Centre for Muslim 
States and Societies at UWA. She asked if I would participate as one of the speakers for this seminar, which I 
was very happy to do. The reason for the conference is obvious from its title, “Rebuilding Harmony: 9/11 Ten 
Years On” from those atrocious terrorist attacks, and I can imagine now all members here will be remembering 
where they were on that occasion 10 years ago when we saw those events unfolding. I might just remind 
members here tonight of the motion that was moved in both houses of this Parliament the day following those 
attacks, which reads — 

That this House, on behalf of the people of Western Australia, expresses its deepest sympathy to all 
those affected by yesterday’s barbaric act of terrorism, and declares its solidarity with the American 
people and nation.  

Further, this Parliament condemns terrorism of any kind and reaffirms its commitment to democracy 
and our determination to defend it. 

Samina asked me to participate and to give the view on how a member of Parliament and other members of 
Parliament can contribute to rebuilding harmony. The details of the conference read — 

The terrorist attacks on … 11 September 2001 catapulted the world into a new era of interstate and 
global relations. The lexicon of terrorism and counter-terrorism entered the vocabulary of policymakers, 
analysts and ordinary citizens … 

Paradoxically, the tragic events have also provided the impetus for greater understanding, cooperation 
and interaction among Muslims and others … Interfaith dialogue as well cooperation among 
community groups …  

In part of my speech on that day I spoke about the role that we played as members of Parliament in the 
rebuilding of harmony during the 10 years that has passed. Religion comes into our everyday lives and it plays a 
part in everything that we do. I think that sometimes we forget that Islam is a religion that encourages the 
seeking of knowledge and truth, and Muslims count among their numbers such great artists and scholars as Omar 
Khayyám, the poet, philosopher, mathematician and the inventor of algebra; Avicenna, the Persian polymath, 
philosopher and mathematician whose books on medicine, most famously The Book of Healing and The Canon 
of Medicine, were standard medical texts in universities for quite a number of years; and Ebna Khaldon, the 
forerunner of historiography, sociology and economics. What I would like to happen is that when we think of 
Islam, these are the names that should spring to mind. These are the names that we should be teaching our 
children, not the names of Osama bin Laden, Saddam Hussein and Muammar Gaddafi. Who can honestly believe 
that organisations such as the Taliban, Jemaah Islamiyah and al-Qaeda are the true representatives of Islam? To 
me, that is like saying that Anders Behring Breivik, who carried out the massacre in Norway recently, is a 
representative of all Christians. That is just not true. As a member of Parliament, I believe that all of us are duty 
bound to try to bring the truth to as many people as we possibly can. 

I also reminded the people at that conference that every day in this place the President, on opening our 
deliberations, says the words of the prayer. I shared those words that we listen to every day with the people at the 
seminar —  

Almighty God, creator of the universe, giver of life, who has ordained that man should live as a social 
being … 

I will not recite the entire prayer because we all hear it every day and I think we know it by heart. One thing I 
brought to the attention of the people at the seminar was that this prayer refers to God as the creator of the 
universe and giver of life. All of us who believe in God know that he can be known by many names, including 
God, Allah, Krishna or Jehovah. It does not give preference to one religion over another, but charges us all with 
the task to ensure that the acts and deeds we do are for the good of all people in our society in Western Australia. 
These are words I take very seriously each morning as we come into this place and listen to the President recite 
those words. 

There is no doubt that Western Australia is a multi-ethnic, multireligious and multicultural society. Cultural, 
religious, ethnic and linguistic diversity is a defining feature of our demographic landscape and one of the 
reasons for the richness of our economy and our communities. I had done some research into how I would 
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address the issue of how we can participate in bringing harmony to societies, remembering that we need to 
accept and understand all different types of religions. That is why I am quite happy to be one of the co-hosts of 
the parliamentary Iftar dinners. The most recent one was held on 18 August. One of the other things I did at the 
seminar was to share with them the words of Saadi, who is a Persian poet and a native of Shiraz. One of his 
works, entitled Golestan, is written in Farsi—and I will not share that version with members tonight because 
they would not know what the heck I was talking about! There is a fantastic translation of that by Aryanpoor that 
my husband tells me really goes to the heart of what this means in Farsi. It has also maintained the rhyming 
couplets. In closing tonight, I want to say that I thank very much Samina Yasmeen and all the people who 
contributed to that seminar, including Dr Mahathir’s daughter, Marina, who was one of the guest speakers. I will 
just share tonight with members the words of Saadi’s poetry and ask everyone in this house to sometimes think 
of Islam and Muslims in a different way from the way they do sometimes. Next time they think of 11 September 
2001 and what happened on that atrocious day when the world changed, perhaps they might like to think of these 
words. Remember, it was not just Christians and others who were killed on that day; there were many Muslims 
in the World Trade Center at that time as well. Saadi’s words are —  

Human beings are members of a whole, 
In creation of one essence and soul. 
If one member is afflicted with pain, 
Other members uneasy will remain. 
If you’ve no sympathy for human pain, 
The name of human you cannot retain. 

 


